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I NTRO

Paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives are integral
components in manufacturing processes, providing various
products protection, aesthetics, and functionality. Selecting the
right materials is crucial to ensure product quality, durability,
and compliance with industry standards. This document outlines
guidelines manufacturers should consider when choosing paints,
coatings, sealants, and adhesives for their specific applications.
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A manufacturer's first and foremost consideration should be
substrate compatibility. Your chosen paint or coating, or sealant and
adhesive, must be compatible with the surface to which it will be applied.
Different materials, such as metal, plastic, wood, or concrete, may require
different types of chemistries to adhere properly and perform optimally. 

Another consideration would be the application's specific requirements,
including environmental conditions, substrate material, desired finish, and
performance characteristics. Variations in temperature, humidity, and
exposure to UV light and chemicals can profoundly impact the coating's
performance. 

Lastly, consider factors such as exposure to UV radiation, chemicals,
abrasion, temperature variations, and corrosion resistance. Manufacturers
need to select a coating that meets their company’s specific performance
requirements for durability, scratch resistance, chemical resistance,
corrosion protection, and aesthetics. Maintenance factors must also be
considered.

APPL ICAT ION
REQUIREMENTS
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UNDERSTANDING REGULATORY
REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory requirements for paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives are
essential considerations for manufacturers to ensure compliance with
legal standards and environmental regulations. 

VOC Regulations
Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are carbon-based chemicals that can
evaporate into the atmosphere and contribute to air pollution. Many
countries and regions have regulations limiting the amount of VOCs
allowed in paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives. Manufacturers should
ensure that their products meet these VOC limits to comply with
environmental regulations and reduce environmental impact.

Hazardous Substance Regulations 
Regulatory authorities often restrict the use of hazardous substances in
manufacturing processes to protect human health and the environment.
Common hazardous substances found in paints, coatings, sealants, and
adhesives include heavy metals (such as lead, mercury, and chromium),
formaldehyde, and certain phthalates. Manufacturers must comply with
regulations such as the European Union's REACH (Registration, Evaluation,
Authorization, and Restriction of Chemicals) regulation, which aims to
control the use of hazardous chemicals in products placed on the market.

“Regulatory requirements for paints,
coatings, sealants, and adhesives are

essential considerations for manufacturers
to ensure compliance with legal standards

and environmental regulations.” 



Environmental Regulations
Environmental regulations govern various aspects of manufacturing
processes, including waste management, emissions control, and pollution
prevention. Manufacturers must comply with regulations related to waste
disposal, recycling, air emissions, wastewater treatment, and other
environmental aspects of their operations. Failure to comply with these
regulations can result in fines, penalties, and reputational damage.

Product Labeling and Safety Data Sheets
Regulatory authorities often require manufacturers to provide accurate
product labeling and Safety Data Sheets (SDS) detailing the composition,
hazards, handling precautions, and emergency procedures for paints,
coatings, sealants, and adhesives. Compliance with labeling requirements
ensures that users can safely handle, store, and dispose of these products
and helps prevent accidents and exposure to hazardous substances.

Industry-Specific Standards and Certifications
In addition to general regulatory requirements, manufacturers may need
to comply with industry-specific standards and certifications applicable to
paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives. These standards may include
performance characteristics, durability, and environmental impact
specifications. Examples include ASTM (American Society for Testing and
Materials), ISO (International Organization for Standardization), NACE
(National Association of Corrosion Engineers), and various industry-
specific standards developed by organizations and trade associations.

Manufacturers can mitigate legal and environmental risks, protect human
health and safety, and demonstrate their commitment to sustainable and
responsible manufacturing practices by ensuring compliance with these
regulatory requirements. Regulatory compliance should be an integral
part of the materials selection process, and manufacturers should stay
informed about updates and changes to relevant regulations to maintain
compliance.
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When selecting paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives for
manufacturing processes, evaluating their performance characteristics is
crucial to ensure that they meet the application's specific requirements.
Here's an expanded section on performance characteristics to consider:

The ability of the material to bond securely to the substrate surface is
essential for ensuring long-term durability and preventing delamination or
detachment. Manufacturers should select paints, coatings, sealants, and
adhesives that exhibit strong adhesion to the substrate material, whether
metal, plastic, wood, concrete, or another surface.

Products exposed to harsh environments or demanding conditions require
durable materials that withstand wear, abrasion, impact, and weathering.
Evaluate the durability of paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives based
on their resistance to chemical exposure, UV radiation, temperature
fluctuations, moisture, and mechanical stress.

Flexibility is crucial for materials subjected to movement, expansion, or
contraction, such as joints, seams, or substrates prone to deformation.
Flexible paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives can accommodate
substrate movement without cracking, peeling, or losing adhesion,
ensuring long-term performance and preventing water ingress or air
leakage.

Depending on the application, paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives
may be exposed to various chemicals, solvents, acids, or alkalis. Select
materials with excellent chemical resistance to maintain their integrity and
performance in chemically aggressive environments, preventing
degradation, corrosion, or material failure.
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Abrasion resistance is critical in applications where surfaces are
subjected to abrasive forces or mechanical wear, such as flooring,
machinery components, or transportation equipment. Choose paints,
coatings, sealants, and adhesives with high abrasion resistance to prolong
the service life of the substrate and maintain its aesthetic appearance.

Outdoor applications require materials that can withstand exposure to
sunlight, moisture, temperature fluctuations, and environmental elements
over extended periods. Evaluate the weatherability of paints, coatings,
sealants, and adhesives based on their resistance to UV degradation, color
fading, chalking, blistering, and cracking.

Consider the curing mechanism (e.g., air-drying, heat curing, chemical
curing) and the required cure time for paints, coatings, sealants, and
adhesives. Faster curing formulations can improve production efficiency
and reduce downtime, while slower curing options may be necessary for
achieving optimal performance or compatibility with specific substrates.

Evaluate mechanical properties such as hardness, tensile strength,
elongation, and modulus of elasticity to ensure that paints, coatings,
sealants, and adhesives meet the application's structural and functional
requirements. Tailor material properties to suit the intended use and
environmental conditions for optimal performance and reliability.

By considering these performance characteristics, manufacturers can
select paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives that meet the specific
requirements of their applications, ensuring superior performance,
durability, and reliability in various operating conditions. Conducting
thorough testing and performance evaluations can help identify the most
suitable materials for the intended purpose and optimize product
performance and longevity.



Supplier reputation and support are critical when selecting paints,
coatings, sealants, and adhesives for manufacturing processes. 

Choose suppliers with a strong industry reputation for quality,
reliability, and customer satisfaction. Look for suppliers with a proven
track record of delivering high-quality paints, coatings, sealants, and
adhesives that meet or exceed customer expectations. Conduct research,
read customer reviews, and seek recommendations from industry peers
to assess the reputation of potential suppliers.

Prefer suppliers with extensive experience and expertise in developing,
manufacturing, and applying paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives for
diverse industries and applications. Experienced suppliers can offer
valuable insights, technical guidance, and innovative solutions to address
specific challenges or requirements.

Evaluate the supplier's product portfolio to ensure they offer a
comprehensive range of paints, coatings, sealants, and adhesives suitable
for your application needs. Choose suppliers with a diverse portfolio
encompassing various formulations, colors, finishes, and performance
characteristics to meet specific requirements.

Look for suppliers that provide comprehensive technical support and
assistance throughout the materials selection, application, and
troubleshooting. Suppliers should offer technical expertise, product
recommendations, compatibility testing, and problem-solving assistance
to ensure successful implementation and optimal performance.
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Assess the reliability and stability of the supplier's supply chain to
ensure consistent availability of materials and timely delivery. Choose
suppliers with robust supply chain management practices, adequate
inventory levels, and contingency plans to mitigate supply disruptions and
minimize lead times.

Prioritize suppliers that prioritize excellent customer service and
communication. Choose suppliers that are responsive, proactive, and
transparent in their communication, addressing inquiries, concerns, and
feedback in a timely and professional manner. Establish clear
communication channels and expectations to facilitate collaboration and
partnership.

Seek suppliers interested in building long-term partnerships based on
trust, mutual respect, and shared goals. Collaborate with suppliers,
demonstrating a commitment to understanding your business needs,
fostering innovation, and supporting your success through continuous
improvement and collaboration.

By partnering with reputable suppliers that offer strong technical support,
expertise, customization options, and reliable supply chain management,
manufacturers can access high-quality paints, coatings, sealants, and
adhesives tailored to their specific requirements, ensuring successful
outcomes and long-term satisfaction. Building strong partnerships with
suppliers fosters collaboration, innovation, and mutual growth, driving
continuous improvement and competitiveness in manufacturing
processes.

“Building strong partnerships with suppliers
fosters collaboration, innovation, and mutual
growth, driving continuous improvement and

competitiveness in manufacturing processes.”



In conclusion, selecting the right paints, coatings, sealants, and
adhesives is critical for ensuring product quality, performance,
and compliance with regulatory requirements in manufacturing
processes. By following these guidelines and considering factors
such as application requirements, regulatory compliance,
performance characteristics, substrate compatibility,
environmental impact, durability, cost-effectiveness, and
supplier reputation, manufacturers can make informed
decisions that optimize production efficiency and enhance
product quality.



800.821.3520 | Sales@AustinHardware.com | www.austinhardware.com

VISIT US
ONLINE

9 Locations Nationwide

OUR CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS

Austin Hardware offers a line of proffesional-grade paints
and coatings for virtually any environment, Our team of
experts  can also work with you to ensure you’re selecting
the best product for your end product and application
environment that also fits within your budget. Contact your
nearest Austin Hardware location for a consultation today. 

Reaching 95% of our
customers in 2 days or
less via economical
ground shipping.


